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A g e  G u e s s i n g  

Concepts 
• Algebra 
• Scatter plots 

Materials 
• TI-84 Plus 
• Paper 
• Pencils 

Overview 
In this activity, the instructor will pick favorite “famous” people and ask the 
participants to guess their ages. The names and birth dates are attached 
(“Famous Persons Birth Dates”). Participants use the calculator to enter the 
information and to view results. 

 

1. Have the participants enter the data editor, and clear 
all default lists. 
• See Figures 1 and 2. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

2. Use the attached list of names and birth dates as a 
guide.  
• Pick between 10 – 15 names that range in age.   

• As you announce the names, students guess their ages 
in L1 (Figure 3).    

 

 

 

3. Now, read the correct ages (from their birthdates) 
and have them enter the information into L2  
(Figure 4). 

 
 

Figure 1 

Figure 2 

Figure 3 

Figure 4 
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4. Have the participants create a scatter plot with the X-

list (L1) and Y-list (L2).   
• See Figure 5. 

 

 

5. Make sure the Y= are clear, and use ZoomStat to 
show the relationship.  

 
 

• Have them press r, and discuss the ordered pair 
(Figure 6). 

 

 

 

• In this case, x= 56 (guess) and y = 50 (actual age) as 
shown in Figure 7. 

 

 

 

 

6. Graph y = x, show graph, and plot together  
(Figure 8). 
• Discuss what the relationship is between the plot and 

line (Figure 9). 

• In the case showing, all points below the line 
(actually to the right), the guess was too high, those 
on the line were correct guesses and the points above 
(to the left) were too low. 

7. Have them talk for 5 minutes in small groups how to 
determine the winner (participant who was the best 
guesser).    
• Some examples: The winner could be the participant 

with the least error sum, the one with the most 0 
errors, or the one with the lowest median error.    

• Any other suggestions? 

Figure 5 

Figure 6 

Figure 7 

Figure 8 

Figure 9 
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